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Summing up the foregoing paragraphs we may reiterate
the Chancellor's views upon this matter thus: " Prussia
is the legal proprietor of that portion of the former" Polish
Kingdom incorporated in her realms. The Polish provinces,
like all the others, are not mere appendages of the
Prussian State organism. All the protests raised against
this fact and educed from the Treaties, are null and void,
baseless and illogical, and the Deputies who advance them
have no authority from their electors to do so. The posses-
sion of these provinces is necessary to Prussia. Not to
recognise in it the right of conquest is to be oblivious of
Polish history in the time of the Republic's power, a history
which records a string of conquests, effected with gruesome
oppression and plundering of the vanquished. By reason
of its constitution, which set individual liberty above State
welfare, Poland could not exist in modern times. Its
resurrection is absolutely impossible, as involving the
domination of six or seven million of Poles over three times
that number of human beings belonging to other nation-
alities, as well as the disintegration of three European first
class States. As far as the vast majority of Prussia's Polish
populations is concerned, its adoption into her State entity
and into the German sphere of culture has proved a blessing
to it, which is gratefully acknowledged by many Poles and
would be still more so did not their priests inflame their
minds against the Government and German institutions by
representing the latter as fraught with peril to the Catholic
faith. Nevertheless, the people in Polish Prussia would re-
gard a revival of their former condition as a heavy misfortune.
Only the nobles and clergy know what they really desire to
achieve by agitating for the restoration of the Polish
Republic. To them the past is what the fteshpots of
Egypt were to the emigrant Jews. They want to be enabled